A Day for Dolphins – Saturday, 18 June 2005

In 1994, when we knew so very little about Hong Kong’s pink-finned friends, WWF[image: image4.jpg]


 (the ‘Panda people’ not the wrestlers!) called on 150 volunteers to search for dolphins around Lantau island.  During a single hour on a single day, hikers on hills, sailors on boats and even government staff in helicopters all looked to the sea and noted the number of dolphins located in various areas of our waters.  Thus, Hong Kong’s first dolphin census was conducted.  In that hour, 42 individual dolphins were seen feeding or frolicking in our local waters. It turns out that this was quite a significant proportion of the population which is currently estimated to number less than 200 individuals.
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WWF are looking for volunteers to conduct a second census. The event will take place on Saturday, 18 June 2005.  WWF needs vessels (both motor and sail and even helicopters if you have one!) to travel to Hong Kong’s western waters. All registered participants will be invited to a reception and dinner that evening at the Gold Coast Yacht Club, which is being generously sponsored by the Sino Group.  The Gold Coast Yacht Club, which will be the finish point of the survey, will also provide free berthing and facilities to participating vessels.  You must register to participate – and be entitled to the free dinner!  Places are limited so please register now. 

Registration and event details are available from Dr Lindsay Porter at WWF lporter@wwf.org.hk or 9185 1516.  

Or, for DBYC members, contact Jim Fernie direct at JF@dbyc.net or 2987 1744. 

The DBYC will be organizing a Pursuit Race return for Sunday, 19 June 2005, along similar lines to the popular Tsing Ma Regatta. So sign up now for a great weekend on the water and an opportunity to spot our local dolphins!
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