Discovery Bay Yacht Club   

                Sailing Instructions for the DB Regatta, 29 Jun 08


DBYC 10th ANNIVERSARY RALLY – 12 SEPTEMBER 2009

Figure-8 Pursuit Race Sailing Instructions
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1.  The Course

The course has only two marks: Peng Chau, and Hei Ling Chau / Sunshine Island combined. Boats are not to pass between Hei Ling Chau and Sunshine Island, or through the Hei Ling Chau typhoon shelter whilst racing.

For ease of reference the two marks will be known as North Mark (mark N) for Peng Chau, and South Mark (mark S) for Hei Ling Chau / Sunshine Island combined.

To complete the course, each boat must pass completely around mark N and mark S once in each direction (clockwise or anti-clockwise), then again in the opposite direction, so long as boats alternate between marks. 

In addition, all boats must pass through the Start/Finish Gate between each mark.

Beyond these simple restrictions, each boat may choose the order in which they complete the course.

For example: a boat may choose to sail the course as follows:

        Start - N (to Port) - Gate - S (to Stbd) - Gate - N (to Stbd) - Gate - S (to Port) – Finish

2.  Start/Finish Line & Gate

Bounty will act as Committee Boat for Start and Finish, anchored approx 1.5 nm SE of DB Marina. An IDM may be laid off the Committee Boat’s port quarter; boats should cross the line between IDM and ODM.

The Start/Finish line will also define a Gate, which must be passed through each time the boats sail between the N and S marks.

Boats shall Start and Finish by crossing the line from W-E. However, when passing through the Gate between marks, boats may elect to cross the line in either direction.

3.  Rules & Rights of Way

ISAF Rules of Sailing 2009-12 will apply, including for all boats at the Start and Finish.

Note that Section C - At Marks & Obstructions (Rules 18-21) does not apply between boats approaching or crossing the line to Start. However at all other times, Bounty will be classed as an obstruction and boats on the same tack may hail for mark-room.

Boats approaching the Gate from different directions, should establish rights-of-way in good time by hailing for priority or mark-room, and receiving an acknowledgement.

4.  Timing

Boats shall not cross the start line before the time given on the Start Time list at Annex A, to be published separately on 11 Sep 09.

Any boats not finished before 1700 hrs will be deemed to have retired. This does not alter a retired boat’s responsibility to ‘sign off’ with the Race Officer (see below).

The race will be abandoned if the leading boat has not crossed the finishing line, or shortened course finishing line, by 1700 hrs.

5.  Course Shortening

The Race Officer may shorten the course by signaling Flag ‘S’ at latest 1630 hrs and note the finish times for each boat when they next cross the Start/Finish line. 

In such an event, all boats must cross the line from W-E to finish.

6.  Safety

It is important that any boat retiring from the race shall either hail the Committee Boat and receive an acknowledgement, or check-out with the Race Officer on 6055 5711 or VHF ch72 before 1800 hrs. 

Boats should make every effort to remain clear of the TSS, and particularly of high-speed TSS traffic, to the SE of Hei Ling Chau.

All commercial vessels or towing combinations of over 40 metres length overall will be granted a "Moving Prohibited Zone" around the vessel when the vessel is under way, as detailed in DBYC SRI’s. This Moving Prohibited Zone ranks as an obstruction for the purposes of RRS Rules 18 and 19.

Racing will be suspended if Tropical Storm signal T3 is raised.

The attention of all competitors is drawn to the Fundamental Rules in Part 1 of the RRS, particularly with respect to life-saving equipment. The safety of a boat and her crew is the sole responsibility of the Skipper, who must ensure that the boat is seaworthy and properly equipped and that the crew are able to cope with emergencies and poor weather conditions. The Skipper must ensure that all safety equipment is properly maintained and stowed, and that the crew know where it is kept and how it is to be used.

7.  Disclaimer

All those taking part in the event do so at their own risk and responsibility. Each boat is solely responsible for the decision to race or to continue racing. Entrants shall note and advise all crew members that competitors participate at their own risk and that the DBYC does not accept any liability for any loss or damage to persons or property that may result from such participation.

8.  Insurance
All boats shall hold valid third party insurance and shall produce a valid Certificate of Insurance if requested by the Race Committee.
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